


 
 
 
 
 
 

Why We Read 
 
 

In business, reading about others' mistakes saves us money.  
 
In war, reading about past battles saves us lives.  
 
In regular life, reading saves us a whole bunch of bullshit that 
probably could have been prevented if we just picked up a good 
book to begin with.  
 
Here are 68 books to do just that.  
 
Because we must first lead ourselves, I have provided my favorite 
books on Leadership, then on Thinking Clearly, and lastly, ones 
you should read while Taking Action.  
 
For the Death Ground Strategy to fully work, we must come to 
terms with our own mortality. To help drive home this point, I’ve 
also included some of my favorite biographies and fictional reads 
on death and/or near-death experiences. 
 
If you found this useful and want more of it, subscribe here.  
 
Levi Clampitt 
 
 
Full Disclosure: I make about a dollar per book if you use the links.  
 

https://ondeathground.com/newsletter


 

 



How to Win Friends & Influence People 

Dale Carnegie 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4j07DUb
https://amzn.to/4j07DUb


 
 

 

 
 

The 33 Strategies of War 
Robert Greene 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Amazon 
 

https://amzn.to/4rZ430A
https://amzn.to/4rZ430A
https://amzn.to/4rZ430A


 
 

The 48 Laws of Power 
Robert Greene 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amazon 
 

 
 
 
 

https://amzn.to/44vzdTr
https://amzn.to/44vzdTr


 
 

 

 
 

Extreme Ownership 
Jocko Willink and Leif Babin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amazon 
 
 

https://amzn.to/48EaYVt
https://amzn.to/48EaYVt


 

 
 

The Dichotomy of Leadership 
Jocko Willink and Leif Babin 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amazon 
 

 

 
 
 

https://amzn.to/3XRXsYe
https://amzn.to/3XRXsYe


 
 

 

 
 

Leadership in Turbulent Times 
Doris Kearns 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Amazon 

  

https://amzn.to/4pCgUEm
https://amzn.to/4a0teJV
https://amzn.to/4a0teJV
https://amzn.to/4pCgUEm


 
 

Call Sign Chaos 
Jim Mattis 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Amazon 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://amzn.to/48FlEmW
https://amzn.to/48FlEmW
https://amzn.to/48FlEmW


 
 

 

 
 

Turn the Ship Around 
L. David Marquet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Amazon 

https://amzn.to/3MZ5zzM
https://amzn.to/3MZ5zzM


Leaders Eat Last 
Simon Sinek 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon 
 

https://amzn.to/49dIBO8
https://amzn.to/49dIBO8


 
 

 

Start with Why 
Simon Sinek 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Amazon 

https://amzn.to/4abMyUy
https://amzn.to/4abMyUy


The Talent War 
Mike Sarraille & George Randle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4oUuZvI
https://amzn.to/4oUuZvI


 
 

 

The Culture Code 
Daniel Coyle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Amazon 

https://amzn.to/48GhDi5
https://amzn.to/48GhDi5


Never Split the Difference 
Chris Voss 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/459seQ6
https://amzn.to/459seQ6


 
 

 

Crucial Conversations 

Al Switzler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amazon 
 

https://amzn.to/48TceD7
https://amzn.to/48TceD7


All Marketers Are Liars 
Seth Godin 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amazon 

https://amzn.to/3MCzpdy
https://amzn.to/3MCzpdy


 
 

 



Man's Search for Meaning 
Viktor E. Frankl 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Amazon 
 

https://amzn.to/454y6tV
https://amzn.to/454y6tV
https://amzn.to/454y6tV


 
 

 

Ego is the Enemy 
Ryan Holiday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon 

https://amzn.to/4qgaL0R
https://amzn.to/4qgaL0R


The Road to Character 
David Brooks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon 
 

https://amzn.to/3MNgX1H
https://amzn.to/3MNgX1H


 
 

 

The Laws of Human Nature 
Robert Greene 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amazon 
 

https://amzn.to/4aQHXHA
https://amzn.to/4aQHXHA


The Virtue of Selfishness 
Ayn Rand 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon 
 

https://amzn.to/4iHTf2F
https://amzn.to/4iHTf2F


 
 

 

Think On These Things 
Jiddu Krishnamurti 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon 

https://amzn.to/3Yv903K
https://amzn.to/3Yv903K


Meditations 
Marcus Aurelius 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amazon 

https://amzn.to/4s5mGAj
https://amzn.to/4s5mGAj


 
 

 

The Art of Worldly Wisdom 
Baltasar Gracian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Amazon 
 

https://amzn.to/4aiD1Lp
https://amzn.to/4aiD1Lp


Awareness 
Anthony De Mello 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4oZTc42
https://amzn.to/4oZTc42


 
 

 

The Power of Your Subconscious Mind 
Joseph Murphy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon 

https://amzn.to/3XVRW6R
https://amzn.to/3XVRW6R


As You Think 
James Allen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amazon 

 

https://amzn.to/3MF29SM
https://amzn.to/3MF29SM


 
 

 

Influence 
Robert B. Cialdini 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amazon 

 

https://amzn.to/49cXVuj
https://amzn.to/49cXVuj


Thinking, Fast and Slow 
Daniel Kahneman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon 
  

https://amzn.to/4j1EHeC
https://amzn.to/4j1EHeC


 
 

 

Predictably Irrational 
Dan Ariely 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon 
 

https://amzn.to/4iXjd2z
https://amzn.to/4iXjd2z


You Are Not So Smart 

David McRaney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4pxxZzo
https://amzn.to/4pxxZzo


 
 

 

Clear Thinking 

Shane Parrish 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/44uo0Cv
https://amzn.to/44uo0Cv




 

 

The Obstacle is the Way 
Ryan Holiday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/44sbBis
https://amzn.to/44sbBis


The Alter Ego Effect 

Todd Herman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon 
 

https://amzn.to/4aRQSsj
https://amzn.to/4aRQSsj


 
 

 

Do Hard Things 
Steve Magness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amazon 
 

https://amzn.to/4aOoEyv
https://amzn.to/4aOoEyv


Feel the Fear and Do It Anyway 
Susan Jeffers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4ajkbUA
https://amzn.to/4ajkbUA


 
 

 

Atomic Habits 
James Clear 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/3XZsEEW
https://amzn.to/3XZsEEW


The Comfort Crisis 
Michael Easter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/3XS1H66
https://amzn.to/3XS1H66


 
 

 

The Coddling of the American Mind 
Greg Lukianoff & Jonathan Haidt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4pDAnVg
https://amzn.to/4pDAnVg


Deep Work 
Cal Newport 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/44YX3XM
https://amzn.to/44YX3XM


 
 

  

Range 
David Epstein 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/48HllYQ
https://amzn.to/48HllYQ


Risk 
Dan Gardner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4oRgUzr
https://amzn.to/48TTkgu


 
 

 

The Unthinkable 

Amanda Ripley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amazon 
 

https://amzn.to/3XRJDJn
https://amzn.to/3XRJDJn


The War of Art 
Steven Pressfield 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Amazon 

 
 

https://amzn.to/4pEC98R
https://amzn.to/4pEC98R


 
 

 

The Way of the Superior Man 
David Deida 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amazon 
 

https://amzn.to/49bKFGq
https://amzn.to/49bKFGq


Four Thousand Weeks 
Oliver Burkeman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amazon 
 

https://amzn.to/3KB5WQy
https://amzn.to/3KB5WQy


 
 

 

Same As Ever 
Morgan Housel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4pDtgft
https://amzn.to/4pDtgft


Never Finished 

David Goggins 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4pxN580
https://amzn.to/4pxN580


 
 

 

Bird by Bird 

Ann Lamott 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amazon 
 

 

https://amzn.to/49acPl4
https://amzn.to/49acPl4


The Magic of Thinking Big 
David J. Schwartz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4iXYjjP
https://amzn.to/4iXYjjP


 

 

 



Night / Dawn / Day 
Elie Wiesel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon 

https://amzn.to/4iYzzaX
https://amzn.to/4iYzzaX


 
 

     

The Choice 
Edith Eva Eger 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/3Mvptm5
https://amzn.to/3Mvptm5


The Forgotten Highlander 
Alistair Urquhart 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4oXXrgy
https://amzn.to/4oXXrgy


 
 

 

The Forgotten Soldier 
Guy Sajer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/3MB03mV
https://amzn.to/3MB03mV


Platoon Leader 

James R. McDonough 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4aNfdPV
https://amzn.to/4aNfdPV


 
 

 

Endurance 
Alfred Lansing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4j7bbUU
https://amzn.to/4j7bbUU


The River of Doubt 
Candice Millard 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon 

https://amzn.to/4aPO4fa
https://amzn.to/4aPO4fa


 
 

 

Into Thin Air 
Jon Krakauer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4ahIdiB
https://amzn.to/4ahIdiB


The Fish That Ate the Whale 

Rich Cohen 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/3YzE1n7
https://amzn.to/3YzE1n7


 

 



Fight Club 
Chuck Palahniuk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/3XVxcfG
https://amzn.to/3XVxcfG


 
 

 

Way of the Peaceful Warrior 
Dan Millman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4pEeWU5
https://amzn.to/4pEeWU5


The Road 
Cormac McCarthy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4pytNzr
https://amzn.to/4pytNzr


 
 

 

Blood Meridian 
Cormac McCarthy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4iTxa1e
https://amzn.to/4iTxa1e


1984 
George Orwell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4j1WPVJ
https://amzn.to/4j1WPVJ


 
 

 

Brave New World 
Aldous Huxley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4pFcPQ4
https://amzn.to/4pFcPQ4


The Great Gatsby 
F. Scott Fitzgerald 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amazon

https://amzn.to/4qa8Z16
https://amzn.to/4qa8Z16


 
 

 

Heart of Darkness 
Joseph Conrad 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon 

https://amzn.to/49cISAQ
https://amzn.to/49cISAQ


Starship Troopers 
Robert Heinlein 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amazon 
 

 

https://amzn.to/4iVmgYS
https://amzn.to/4iVmgYS


 
 

 

Lord of the Flies  
William Golding 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazon 

 

https://amzn.to/4iTxBbS
https://amzn.to/4iTxBbS
https://amzn.to/4iTxBbS

