


Why We Read

In business, reading about others' mistakes saves us money.

In war, reading about past battles saves us lives.

In regular life, reading saves us a whole bunch of bullshit that
probably could have been prevented if we just picked up a good
book to begin with.

Here are 68 books to do just that.

Because we must first lead ourselves, | have provided my favorite
books on Leadership, then on Thinking Clearly, and lastly, ones
you should read while Taking Action.

For the Death Ground Strategy to fully work, we must come to
terms with our own mortality. To help drive home this point, I've
also included some of my favorite biographies and fictional reads
on death and/or near-death experiences.

If you found this useful and want more of it, subscribe here.

Levi Clampitt

Full Disclosure: | make about a dollar per book if you use the links.



https://ondeathground.com/newsletter

LEADERSHIP



How to Win Friends & Influence People
Dale Carnegie

0000
HOW TO
WIN FRIENDS
& INFLUENCE
PEOPLE

The Only Book You Need

to Lead You to Success

Carnegie

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4j07DUb
https://amzn.to/4j07DUb

The 33 Strategies of War

Robert Greene

REOFBIENRATEN GERIENE SNSE

THE 33 STRATEGIES OF

A JOOST ELFFERS BOOK

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4rZ430A
https://amzn.to/4rZ430A
https://amzn.to/4rZ430A

The 48 Laws of Power
Robert Greene

Amazon



https://amzn.to/44vzdTr
https://amzn.to/44vzdTr

Extreme Ownership
Jocko Willink and Leif Babin

THE #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
NOW WITH NEW FOREWORD AND Q&A SECTION

cATREME
OWNERSHIP

HOW
U.S. NAVY

SEALS
LEAD avo WIN

JOCKO WILLINK AnD LEIF BABIN

Amazon



https://amzn.to/48EaYVt
https://amzn.to/48EaYVt

The Dichotomy of Leadership
Jocko Willink and Leif Babin

From the Authors of the
#1 New York Times Bestseller

EXTREME OWNERSHIP

THE

DICHOTOMY
LEADERSHIP

JOCKO WILLINK

AND

LEIF BABIN

Amazon



https://amzn.to/3XRXsYe
https://amzn.to/3XRXsYe

Leadership in Turbulent Times
Doris Kearns
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LEADERSHIP

IN TURBULENT I E S

NOW A SERIES OF
PRESIDENTIAL
| DOCUMENTARIES

Yy

HISTORY. b T

, g }
. * NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER *

DORIS KEARNS
GOODWIN

% % % X WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE % % % %

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4pCgUEm
https://amzn.to/4a0teJV
https://amzn.to/4a0teJV
https://amzn.to/4pCgUEm

Call Sign Chaos
Jim Mattis

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

CHAOS

LEARNING
TO LEAD

JIM MATTIS
o BING WEST
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https://amzn.to/48FlEmW
https://amzn.to/48FlEmW
https://amzn.to/48FlEmW

Turn the Ship Around
L. David Marquet

L. DAVID MARQUET

CAPTAIN, U.S. NAVY (RETIRED)
FOREWORD BY STEPHEN R.COVEY

Turn the
Ship Around!

A TRUE STORY OF
TURNING FOLLOWERS
INTO LEADERS

‘David Marquetis thekindof | )

leader who comes around only =

once in a generation. .. His ideas
and lessons are invaluable’

SIMON SINEK
author of Start with Why



https://amzn.to/3MZ5zzM
https://amzn.to/3MZ5zzM

Leaders Eat Last
Simon Sinek

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

SIMON SINEK

Author of
START WITH WHY

TN

LEADERS

EAT LAST
\/

Millenniqls

Why Some Teams
Pull Together
and Others Don't

Amazon



https://amzn.to/49dIBO8
https://amzn.to/49dIBO8

Start with Why

Simon Sinek

1AR

HOW GREAT LEADERS INSPIRE
EVERYONE TO TAKE ACTION

wWIiTH

SIMON SINEK

New York Times bestselling author of Leaders Eat Last and Together Is Better

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4abMyUy
https://amzn.to/4abMyUy

The Talent War
Mike Sarraille & George Randle

FOREWORD BY JOCKO WILLINK, NV TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

HOW SPECIAL OPERATIONS AND
GREAT ORGANIZATIONS WIN ON TALENT

MIKE SARRAILLE
GEORGE RANDLE

witTH JOSH COTTON, PuD

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4oUuZvI
https://amzn.to/4oUuZvI

The Culture Code
Daniel Coyle

THE

CULTURE
CODE

THE
SECRETS
OF HIGHLY
SUCCESSFUL
GROUPS

DANIEL COYLE



https://amzn.to/48GhDi5
https://amzn.to/48GhDi5

Never Split the Difference
Chris Voss

OVER 2 MILLION COPIES SOLD

NEVER

SPLIT THE
DIFFERENCE

NEGOTIATING AS IF YOUR
LIFE DEPENDED ON IT

CHRIS VOSS

WITH TAHL RAZ

Amazon



https://amzn.to/459seQ6
https://amzn.to/459seQ6

Crucial Conversations
Al Switzler

Updated with New Approaches for Today's Communication Challenges

OVER 5 MILLION COPIES SOLD

crucilal

conversations

THIRD EDITION

TOOLS FOR TALKING WHEN
STAKES ARE HIGH

JOSEPH GRENNY « KERRY PATTERSON - RON McMILLAN
AL SWITZLER ¢ EMILY GREGORY

Amazon



https://amzn.to/48TceD7
https://amzn.to/48TceD7

All Marketers Are Liars
Seth Godin

SETH GODIN

ALL
MARKETERS

The Underground Classic That Explains
How Marketing Really Works—and Why
Authenticity Is the Best Marketing of All

Amazon



https://amzn.to/3MCzpdy
https://amzn.to/3MCzpdy

THINKING GLEARLY



Man's Search for Meaning
Viktor E. Frankl

Amazon



https://amzn.to/454y6tV
https://amzn.to/454y6tV
https://amzn.to/454y6tV

Ego is the Enemy
Ryan Holiday

‘Inspiring yet practical ... teaches us how to manage and
tame this beast within us so that we can focus on what
really matters - producing the best work possible.’

Jcle

IS THE

ENEMY
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The Fight to Master
Our Greatest Opponent

RYAN HOLIDAY

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4qgaL0R
https://amzn.to/4qgaL0R

The Road to Character

David Brooks

The Road
to Character

DAVID
BROOKS

Amazon



https://amzn.to/3MNgX1H
https://amzn.to/3MNgX1H

The Laws of Human Nature
Robert Greene

#1 NEW YORK TIMES bestselling author of

THE 48 LAWS OF POWER

THE

LAWS

HUMAN
NATURE

i

ROBERT GREENE

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4aQHXHA
https://amzn.to/4aQHXHA

The Virtue of Selfishness
Ayn Rand

CO I SSO

AYN RANI]

THE VIRTUE OF
SELFISHNESS

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4iHTf2F
https://amzn.to/4iHTf2F

Think On These Things
Jiddu Krishnamurti

KRISHNAMURTI

&

T HINK

O N THE S E

T HINGS S

EDITED BY D. RAJAGOPAL
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Amazon



https://amzn.to/3Yv903K
https://amzn.to/3Yv903K

Meditations
Marcus Aurelius

FOREWORD BY
RYAN HOLIDAY

Meditations

“MARCUS AURELIUS

TRANSLATED BY GREGORY HAYS

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4s5mGAj
https://amzn.to/4s5mGAj

The Art of Worldly Wisdom

Baltasar Gracian

The Art of Worldly Wisdom



https://amzn.to/4aiD1Lp
https://amzn.to/4aiD1Lp

Awareness
Anthony De Mello

A NTHONY

DE MELLO

AWARENESS



https://amzn.to/4oZTc42
https://amzn.to/4oZTc42

The Power of Your Subconscious Mind
Joseph Murphy

’ THE POWER
I =g DEROUK =

SUBCONSTOUS

oo



https://amzn.to/3XVRW6R
https://amzn.to/3XVRW6R

As You Think

James Allen

The self-empowerment classic
As a Man Thinketh
revised and updated by Marc Allen

] ASMSELISSA | L E N

Amazon



https://amzn.to/3MF29SM
https://amzn.to/3MF29SM

Influence
Robert B. Cialdini

OVER 5 MILLION COPIES SOLD

“This is the book that I give most often as a present and

is my top recommen dation.”—CHARLIE MUNGER

NEW AND
EXPANDED

This expanded edition includes
® New research and examples
© New chapter on the unity principle

e New insights for digital businesses

ROBERT B. CIALDINI, PH.D.

Amazon



https://amzn.to/49cXVuj
https://amzn.to/49cXVuj

Thinking, Fast and Slow

Daniel Kahneman

A
Globe and Mail

BEST

THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER BOOK

TP}/I/NKING,

AT ok ow

DANIEL

KAHNEMAN

WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE IN ECONOMICS

“[A] masterpiece . . . This is one of the greatest and most engaging collections of

insights into the human mind I have read.” —wWILLIAM EASTERLY, Financial Times

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4j1EHeC
https://amzn.to/4j1EHeC

Predictably Irrational
Dan Ariely

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

E V¢!

REDICTABLY

VNOILY I

The Hidden Forces That
Shape Our Decisions

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4iXjd2z
https://amzn.to/4iXjd2z

You Are Not So Smart
David McRaney

—THEA.V. CLUB

YOU NOT
SMART

WHY YOU WHY YOUR
HAVE TOO MANY MEMORY

FRIENDS ON IS MOSTLY
FACEBOOK FICTION

AND 46 OTHER
WAYS YOU’RE
DELUDING
YOURSELF

FOUNDER OF YOUARENOTSOSMART.COM

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4pxxZzo
https://amzn.to/4pxxZzo

Clear Thinking

Shane Parrish

“An indispensable guide to making smarter decisions each day.”
James Clear, bestselling author of Atomic Habits

SHANE PARRISH

AR  VE\V YORK TIMES

BESTSELLER
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Turning Ordinary Moments
into Extraordinary Results

Amazon



https://amzn.to/44uo0Cv
https://amzn.to/44uo0Cv

TAKING ACTION



The Obstacle is the Way
Ryan Holiday

‘A book for the bedside of every future - and current - leader in the world’
ert Gree tr of The 48 L : ster

or € 40 Laws or

OBSTACLE
IS THE WAY

Ancient
Art of
j Turning
| Adversity to  {\///
( Advantage (\

6 ﬁ 15

/i_:

RYAN HOLIDAY

Amazon



https://amzn.to/44sbBis
https://amzn.to/44sbBis

The Alter Ego Effect

Todd Herman

THE

EFFECT

N7

THE POWER OF SECRET IDENTITIES

TO TRANSFORM YOUR LIFE

TODD HERMAN

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4aRQSsj
https://amzn.to/4aRQSsj

Do Hard Things

Steve Magness

“Magness beautifully and persuasively reimagines our understanding
of toughness. A must read for parents and coaches and anyone else looking to

prepare for life’s biggest challenges.”

—MALCOLM GLADWELL, author of Outliers and Talking to Strangers

00
HARI
THINGS

Why We Get Resilience Wrong and the Surprising
Science of REAL TOUGHNESS

Coauthor of PEAK PERFORMANCE

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4aOoEyv
https://amzn.to/4aOoEyv

Feel the Fear and Do It Anyway

Susan Jeffers

Susan leffers, PhD

feel AL et
the fear...
and do it
anyway

DYNAMIC TECHNIQUES

FOR TURNING FEAR, INDECISION,

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4ajkbUA
https://amzn.to/4ajkbUA

Atomic Habits

James Clear

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

Tiny Changes, |
- Remarkable Results '

An Easy & Proven Way
to Build Good Habits
& Break Bad Ones -

- James Clear

Amazon



https://amzn.to/3XZsEEW
https://amzn.to/3XZsEEW

The Comfort Crisis

Michael Easter

“Changes the way we think about the modern world and how everyday
nveniences are eroding our understanding of what it means to be human.”
—RICHARD DORMENT, editor-in-chief, Men’s Health

THE

COMFORT
CRISIS

Embrace Discomfort to Reclaim Your
Wild, Happy, Healthy Self

MICHAEL EASTER

Amazon



https://amzn.to/3XS1H66
https://amzn.to/3XS1H66

The Coddling of the American Mind
Greg Lukianoff & Jonathan Haidt

THE CODDLING
OF THE
AMERICAN MIND

GREG LUKIANOFF
JONATHAN HAIDT

“Wise and scrupulous.”
—The Economist

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4pDAnVg
https://amzn.to/4pDAnVg

Deep Work
Cal Newport

CAL NEWPORT

Amazon



https://amzn.to/44YX3XM
https://amzn.to/44YX3XM

Range
David Epstein

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

RANGE

WHY GENERALISTS TRIUMPH
IN A SPECIALIZED WORLD

“| loved RANGE.”
—Malcolm Gladwell

DAVID EPSTEIN

AUTHOR OF THE SPORTS GENE

Amazon



https://amzn.to/48HllYQ
https://amzn.to/48HllYQ

Risk

Dan Gardner

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4oRgUzr
https://amzn.to/48TTkgu

The Unthinkable
Amanda Ripley

/' Revised
and
Updated ;

Unthinkable

Disaster Strikes—
and Why

Amazon



https://amzn.to/3XRJDJn
https://amzn.to/3XRJDJn

The War of Art

Steven Pressfield

theWARoART

Break Through the Blocks
and Win Your
Inner Creative Battles

@ STEVEN PRESSFIELD

e “A vital gem...a kick in the ass.” — Esquire

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4pEC98R
https://amzn.to/4pEC98R

The Way of the Superior Man
David Deida

“INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER -

Amazon



https://amzn.to/49bKFGq
https://amzn.to/49bKFGq

Four Thousand Weeks
Oliver Burkeman

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

«

FOUR THOUSAND WEEKS

TIME MANAGEMENT
FOR MORTALS

“This is the most important book ever written
about time management.”

ADAM GRANT, #1 New York Times bestselling author
of Think Again and host of WorkLife

Amazon



https://amzn.to/3KB5WQy
https://amzn.to/3KB5WQy

Same As Ever
Morgan Housel

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
“One of my favourite authors and storytellers of all time. I read this book twice!”

—STEVEN BARTLETT
The Diary of a CEO

Same
dS
Kver

TIMELESS LESSONS ON RISK,
OPPORTUNITY, AND LIVING A GOOD LIFE

N 7‘?—‘\\
> ‘://///,\\\w
25\ V)

HOUSEL

#1 Sunday 1imes bestselling author of 7/e Psychology of Money th

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4pDtgft
https://amzn.to/4pDtgft

Never Finished
David Goggins

UNSHACKLE
YOUR MIND ano
WIN THE WAR

WITHIN

FROM NY TIMES BEST SELLING AUTHOR OF CAN'T HURT ME

DAVIDGOGGINS

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4pxN580
https://amzn.to/4pxN580

Bird by Bird

Ann Lamott

25TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION

SOME /
INSTRUCTIONS
ON WRITING
AND LIFE

ANNE LAMOTT

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF ALMOST EVERYTHING

Amazon



https://amzn.to/49acPl4
https://amzn.to/49acPl4

The Magic of Thinking Big
David J. Schwartz

THE CLASSIC INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER

THE

MAGIC

n more, lead fearlessly and
I hpp r life

11'IINKING

BIG

David Schwartz, PhD

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4iXYjjP
https://amzn.to/4iXYjjP

BIOGRAPHIES



Night / Dawn / Day
Elie Wiesel

e

e = - i
CONSISTING OF A MEMOIR, TRANSLATED BY MARION WIESEL, AND TWO NOVELS

Nigat-Dawn- Day

ELIE WIESEL

W ILNNER OF T'HE "N@BEL PEACE PRILZE

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4iYzzaX
https://amzn.to/4iYzzaX

The Choice
Edith Eva Eger

_ “T'll be forever changed by Dr. Eger’s story.”
—OPRAH

THE

CHOICE

Embrace the Possible

“A mind-blowing memoir of surviving Auschwitz . . . I can’t
imagine a more important message for modern times.”
—LORI GOTTLIEB, The New York Times Book Review

A Memoir by

Dr. Edith Eva Eger

Foreword by Philip Zimbardo, PhD

Amazon



https://amzn.to/3Mvptm5
https://amzn.to/3Mvptm5

The Forgotten Highlander
Alistair Urquhart

“Unforgettable.” —Minneapolis Star Tribune

THE
e, FORGOTTEN
G773 HIGHLANDER igf

-, An Incredible WWII Story AT

of Survival in T
the Pacific ol =

Alistair Urquhart

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4oXXrgy
https://amzn.to/4oXXrgy

The Forgotten Soldier
Guy Sajer

GUY SAJER

Amazon



https://amzn.to/3MB03mV
https://amzn.to/3MB03mV

Platoon Leader
James R. McDonough

PLATOON LEADER

A MEMOIR
OF COMMAND
IN COMBAT

JAMES R. MCDONOUGH

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4aNfdPV
https://amzn.to/4aNfdPV

Endurance
Alfred Lansing

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

“One of the great adventure stories of our time.”

—New York Times Book Review

ENDURANC

Shackleton’s

Incredible Voyage

Alfred
LLansing

With a new

introduction by
Nathaniel

Philbrick



https://amzn.to/4j7bbUU
https://amzn.to/4j7bbUU

The River of Doubt
Candice Millard

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4aPO4fa
https://amzn.to/4aPO4fa

Into Thin Air

Jon Krakauer

THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

A Personal Account of the t; Evert Disatr ¥

Jon Krukuuer

AUTHOR OF UNDER

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4ahIdiB
https://amzn.to/4ahIdiB

The Fish That Ate the Whale
Rich Cohen

e andloox o‘- ~
Sweer AND Low:
AMILY SToRYy

“Masterful and elegantly written.” —THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

Amazon



https://amzn.to/3YzE1n7
https://amzn.to/3YzE1n7

FICTION




Fight Club
Chuck Palahniuk

CHUCK PALAHNIUK

Amazon



https://amzn.to/3XVxcfG
https://amzn.to/3XVxcfG

Way of the Peaceful Warrior

Dan Millman

- DAN MILLMAN

WAY OF THE

PEACEFUL WARRIOR

A BOOK THAT CHANGES LIVES

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4pEeWU5
https://amzn.to/4pEeWU5

The Road
Cormac McCarthy

NATIONAL BESTSELLER

“His tale of survival and the miracle of goodness only adds to McCarthy’s
stature as a living master. It's gripping, frightening and, ultimately, beautiful.
It might very well be the best book of the year, period.”

—San Francisco Chronicle

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4pytNzr
https://amzn.to/4pytNzr

Blood Meridian
Cormac McCarthy

thy

uthor of The Road

or
THE EVENING REDNESS
I'N T HE,"WEST

25th ANNFVERSARY EDITION

“A classic American novel of regeneration through violence.
McCarthy can only be compared with our greatest writers,

with Melville and Faulkner, and this is his masterpiece.”
—Michacl Herr

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4iTxa1e
https://amzn.to/4iTxa1e

1984

George Orwell

ﬂil/iﬂﬂh\\\\\\\\

GEORGE ORWELL

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4j1WPVJ
https://amzn.to/4j1WPVJ

Brave New World
Aldous Huxley
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BRAVE NEw WORLD

ALDOUS HUXLEY

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4pFcPQ4
https://amzn.to/4pFcPQ4

The Great Gatsby
F. Scott Fitzgerald

_100TH ANNIUERSARY €DITION

.‘
k Y F. SCOTT FI
“

TZGERALD Y

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4qa8Z16
https://amzn.to/4qa8Z16

Heart of Darkness
Joseph Conrad

HEART
OF

DARKNESS

JOSEPH CONRAD

Amazon



https://amzn.to/49cISAQ
https://amzn.to/49cISAQ

Starship Troopers
Robert Heinlein

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4iVmgYS
https://amzn.to/4iVmgYS

Lord of the Flies
William Golding

WILLIAM
GOLDING

Amazon



https://amzn.to/4iTxBbS
https://amzn.to/4iTxBbS
https://amzn.to/4iTxBbS

